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About this Unit Outline 

This unit outline contains information you will need to find your way around the unit, 

TH404/604 Church, Sacraments and Ministry.  It attempts to provide a structure for 

your learning, giving details of the topics, and how they will be assessed.  
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Important notice 

While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given below, it is the 

personal responsibility of each student to check the current ACT Undergraduate/Post 

Graduates Handbook, copies of which may be found in the QTC Library within Emmanuel 

College or online at www.actheology.edu.au/  

All BTh/MDiv units are now only one semester in length.  It is therefore of very great 

importance that students plan their semester carefully to ensure that reading, work and 

especially assignments are well-spaced so as to prevent a “log-jam” of work at the end of the 

semester. 

It is very important that all quoted material in assignments be properly footnoted and 

acknowledged.  The attention of students is drawn to the current ACT Undergraduate/Post 

Graduates Handbook section, headed “Academic Misconduct”.  Failure to comply with the 

standards required will involve various penalties in accordance with the seriousness of the 

failure as outlined in the ACT Undergraduate/Postgraduate Handbooks. 

The attention of students is also drawn to the current ACT Undergraduate/Postgraduate 

Handbooks section headed “Guidelines for Essays.” All essays should comply with these 

standards. 
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Information about this unit 

Unit description 

TH 404/604 is a basic theology course in the BTh/MDiv degree program that covers the topics below.  

The goal will be to have a grasp of these topics, understanding both their relationship to the Bible as 

well as their application to our life. 

 

Learning objectives 

This unit should assist you to develop a stronger grasp of God’s work to establish a people for 

himself. You should have a greater awareness of how Christians have understood the issues involving 

the corporate dimension of Christian existence in history and the present and be able to both 

critique these insights in light of Scripture and use them to better understand Scripture. This unit 

seeks to apply important theological insights from other topics in doctrine to key issues and debates 

in ministry practice. It should help you think more clearly and deeply about the nature and purpose 

of the church, ministry, and leadership, as well aspects of the church’s life such as mission, worship 

and sacraments and begin to see some of the implications for how Christians conduct themselves in 

the household of God. It should also assist you to begin to understand the teaching of Scripture on 

the nature of civil government and its relationship with the believer and the church.  

 

How this Unit contributes to the Course 
The TH units in the ACT courses are designed to sum up biblical teaching in key areas and integrate 

your understanding of the content of the biblical texts taken as a whole with the insights of historical 

and contemporary theology on the matters in question.  The purpose of this unit is to help students 

to understand the place and nature of the church in God’s plan and to appreciate how as Christians 

we necessarily live as part of a greater whole, the people of God, whose destiny is to be united to 

Christ forever, together.  As many students will graduate into positions of leadership in local 

churches, this unit will also consider the important and related topic of leadership and ministry 

within the church, as well as of two vital visible signs of God’s grace given to the church by Christ, 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Pre-requisites and co-requisites for this unit 

This unit caters for students studying for the following accredited courses 

TH404 Bachelor of Theology / Bachelor of Ministry/Associate Degree of 

Theology/ Diploma of Theology /Diploma of Ministry  

TH604 Graduate Diploma of Divinity / Master of Divinity / Graduate Certificate 

of Theology 

As this unit is being taught at 400/600 level, students are required to have completed 8 credit 

points of foundational OT and/or NT study (OT301/501, OT302/502, NT301/501, NT302/502) 

plus 4 credit points (1 unit) of Church History or Theology. 
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How this unit is organised and what we expect of you 

This unit will be taught weekly across a full 13 week semester and will involve three hours per 

week of contact time, i.e. three 50 minute lectures each week. 

This unit is worth 4 credit points towards your degree.  A 4cp unit is considered to require an 

average total time commitment of 8 - 9 hours per week.  Please contact the lecturer as a 

matter of urgency if you find that you are regularly needing to spend significantly more time 

than this on TH404/604. 

Students are required to attend all lectures, complete any set pre-reading and complete any 

assessment tasks by the relevant due date.   

READING: Students will be expected to read around the units that they choose for their two 

assignments. Please note the current ACT Bibliography in the Undergraduate/Postgraduate 

Handbooks for titles relevant to the unit.  

 

Teaching staff  

LECTURER:    Mark Baddeley   

  Ph: 3149 9658 

  E: mbaddeley@qtc.edu.au  
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Unit Timetable: topics and teaching and learning activities 

Lecture Content: 

Topic 

Introduction, Confessional Statements on Church, Ministry, and Sacraments 

Church – Calvin and early Reformed thinking 

Church – Modern Developments: Church as Trinitarian 

Church – Modern Developments: Church as Eschatological 

Ministry 

Office 

Women and office 

Worship 

Baptism 

Lord’s Supper 

Civil Government and Prayer 
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TH404 Assessment 
ASSESSMENTS DESCRIPTION 

Essay: 

 2,500 words total 50% 

of final grade. 

 

 

1. Assess the value, and the biblical and theological warrant, for the 

Homogeneous Unit Principle. 

2.  Does the church have a responsibility to evangelise? To take care of the 

poor? Does this differ from the individual believer’s responsibility? 

3. Did “the church” exist in the OT? What is the significance of your answer 

for how we understand the Bible’s teaching on the nature of the church? 

4. What is the nature and place of church discipline? How does your answer 

reflect the nature of the church? How does your answer promote the 

wellbeing of the church? 

5.  Does Baptism do anything? How? 

6. In what sense (if any) is Christ present in the Lord’s Supper? 

Take Home Exam for 

all students  

50% of final grade. 

 

 

TH604 Assessment 
 

ASSESSMENTS DESCRIPTION 

Essay: 

 

3,000 total for 50% 

of final grade 

1. Describe and evaluate the ecclesiology of the “Emergent/Emerging 

Church”. 

2. What is the relationship between the church and mission?  

3. In what sense, if any, is the church EITHER an eschatological OR a 

Trinitarian entity? 

4. What is the relationship between the Reformers’ marks of the 

church and the creed’s confession that the church is apostolic, 

holy, and catholic? What is the significance of your answer for how 

we understand the nature of the church? 

5. Should an unbaptised person receive the Lord’s Supper? Justify 

your answer by appeal to the nature of the Lord’s Supper and 

baptism.   

6. “The church may only do what is authorised by Scripture.” “The 

church is free to do whatever is not forbidden by Scripture.” What 

is the nature and limits of the church’s freedom 

Take Home Exam for 

all students  

50% of final grade. 

 

In order to pass this unit, you must gain a mark of at least 50% for the unit as a whole. 

All assignments (including take-home exams) are to be submitted via Moodle. 
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Guide to Assessments 

 
In this subject we are looking for both the research essay and the take home exam essays to offer a 

sustained persuasive argument. This involves several factors.  

 

First, it requires you to have articulated a clear answer to the question—preferably one that you have 

written out in a sentence or two before you begin writing the essay. This answer should be clearly 

stated in the essay—often in the introduction, but certainly in the conclusion. Stronger essays are 

ones whose answers demonstrate one or more of: grasping the essence of the issues, offering 

something comprehensive, demonstrating a deeper understanding of the issues rather than one 

that, while accurate, is at a more introductory level, and showing an understanding of the 

implications of the answer.  

 

Second, it requires you to offer evidence for your answer. There should be information in the essay 

that is relevant to the question and which supports your answer. Some essays may also want to 

discuss evidence that could be used to reject your answer and show why it doesn’t actually do that 

when understood correctly.  

 

Third, it requires you to show how the evidence you include actually does support your answer. A 

common mistake students make is to include information—quotes, Scriptural passages or the like—

and do nothing with them but to have them in the essay as though their significance for their answer 

is self-evident. It almost never is to the reader (however much it might be to the writer) without 

explicit commentary that takes the reader by the hand and explains how that information helps 

supports the case they are making.  

 

Fourth, it requires you to try and persuade your reader that your answer is the correct one. Good 

doctrine essays don’t treat the exercise as a case of ‘show and tell’—where the idea is simply to get 

all the ideas and information out and the order in which they come doesn’t matter. Instead, the 

writer thinks about how to organize their material so as to build a case for their answer in the most 

persuasive fashion they can.  

 

Finally, it requires you to engage with both Scripture and scholars and theologians. Ideally there 

should be signs that your answer is the way it is because you are convinced that that is what 

Scripture teaches. It should also be evident that you standing on the shoulders of others—modern 

scholars, and theologians modern and ancient, to help you read Scripture and think through the 

issues better than you could do on your own.  
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Learning resources 

TEXTBOOKS 

Calvin, J. Institutes of the Christian religion, 2 vols. Edited by J. McNeill.  Translated by F. Battles. 

Louisville, KY.: Westminster John Knox, 1960. 

And either: 

Bloesch, D.G. The Church.  Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP, 2002. 

Or:  

Clowney, E. P.  The Church.  Leicester: IVP, 1995 
 

Other Key Reference Texts 

You don’t need to buy any of these.  Some are listed here as useful starting points for the 

essays or for exam study, while others contain readings that will be used in class.   

 

ARCIC, The Church as Communion. London: SPCK, 1991. 

 

Avis, P. ed. The Christian Church: An Introduction to the Major Traditions. London: SPCK, 2002. 

 

Banks, R., Paul’s Idea of Community. Peabody, MA.: Hendrickson, 1994. 

 

Collins, J., Are All Christians Ministers? Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical, 1992. 

 

Dulles, A., Models of the Church. New York: Image, 1987. 

 

Erickson, M.A., Christian Theology. Rev. ed.  Grand Rapids, Mich.:, Baker, 1998. 

 

Giles, K., What on Earth is the Church? London: SPCK, 1995. 

 

Goosen, G., Bringing Churches Together. Geneva: WCC, 2001. 

 

Grudem, W., Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. Nottingham: IVP, 1994. 

 

Fournier, K., A House United? Evangelicals and Catholics Together. Colorado Springs, Colo.: NavPress, 

1994. 

 

Kärkkäinen, V.-M., An Introduction to Ecclesiology: Ecumenical, Historical & Global Perspectives 

Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP, 2003. 

 

Kinnamon, M.,  Truth in Community. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1990. 

 

Kruse, C., New Testament Models for Ministry. Nashville, TN.: Thomas Nelson, 1985. 

 

Maloney, F., A Body Broken for a Broken People: Eucharist in the New Testament. Peabody, MA.: 

Hendrickson, 1997. 
 

McLaren, B., The Church on the Other Side: Doing Ministry in the Postmodern Matrix. Grand Rapids, 

Mich.: Zondervan, 2000. 
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Preston, G., Faces of the Church: Meditations on a Mystery and Its Images. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 

1997. 

 

R.L. Reymond, A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith. 2nd ed. Nashville, TN.: Nelson, 1998. 

 

Schrotenboer, P., An Evangelical Response to Baptism, Eucharist & Ministry. Carlisle: Paternoster, 1992. 

 

Stackhouse, J. G. ed.  Evangelical Ecclesiology: Reality or Illusion? Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 2003. 

 

Volf, M., After our Likeness: The Church as Image of the Trinity. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1998. 

 

Welker, M., What Happens in Holy Communion? Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 2000. 

 

Wright, N.T., The New Testament and the people of God. London: SPCK, 1992. 
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ACT Standards  

Grades 

Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories- 

Grade   Score  GPA 

Fail (F)   0-49%  0 

Pass (P)   50-57%  1 

Pass+(P+)  58-64%  1.5 

Credit (C)  65-74%  2 

Distinction (D)  75-84%  3 

High Distinction (HD)  85+%  4 

 

 


